
BRIEF MENTION 317 

the author describes briefly in a "Foreword" the task which confronts the student 
of this subject. This is followed by a statement of Mithra's career in Asia before the 
cult began to spread in the Roman Empire. The extent of its spread and the means 
by which this was effected are then described. Finally, its monuments, its mythology, 
its rites, and its doctrines are briefly treated. The whole is a very compact yet 
reliable exposition of this ancient faith. 

S. J. C. 

Beitriige zur Religionswissenschaft. Herausgegeben von der religionswissen- 
schaftlichen Gesellschaft in Stockholm. I. Jahrgang (1913-14), Heft 2. 
Stockholm: A. Bonnier; Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs. M. 6. 
This is the second part of the first volume of a new periodical designed to give 

expression to Swedish scholarship in the general field of the history of religions. It 
promises to be an important publication, judging from the contents of this "Heft." 
Ignaz Goldziher contributes an article on catholic and particularistic tendencies within 
Islam; S. A. Fries, the general editor of the publication, writes on the temple of 
Yahweh outside of Palestine; and G. P. Wetter interprets the Johannine expression 
"I am the Light of the world." A review of recent Swedish literature and a chronicle 
of events of interest to scholars in this particular field are also included. 

The periodical is not to appear as a regular magazine but as the organ of the society 
under whose auspices it is published. Consequently the frequency of its appearance 
and the extent of its contents will be conditioned by the contributions which are 
from time to time found available for publication. This arrangement will naturally 
tend to insure the scientific character of the publication. S. J. C. 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 

WARD, HARRY F. Social Evangelism. New York: Missionary Education 
Movement, 1915. 145 pages. 50 cents. 
This is a valiant attempt to reconcile the individualistic and the socially minded 

followers of Jesus. The author deserves great credit, not only for his heroic grappling 
with the problem, but for unusual clarity of thought and statement. To substitute 
the "both and" "of the gospel" for the "either, or" of partisan dogma and thus to 
bring Christianity into full dynamic relation with the modern world--or even to try to 
do this--is surely a work of merit. 

A. H. 

AGAR, FREDERICK A. Church Finance. New York: Missionary Education 
Movement, 1915. io8 pages. 50 cents. 
In this volume the flabbiness of church membership in terms of attendance, 

support, and evangelization is quite shockingly exposed. The final chapter on 
proper methods of church finance has considerable merit, but notwithstanding these 
efficiency devices whichshould be adopted one feels depressed by the self-concern with 
which the evident invalidism of the church afflicts her. It will take more than interest 
in the church to save the church. 

A. H. 
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CRANNELL, PmLIP WENDELL. The Survival of the Unfit. New York: George 
H. Doran Co., 1915. x+203 pages. $i. oo. 
Dr. Crannell, president of Kansas City Baptist Theological Seminary, here 

presents, in a series of homiletic essays, the primacy of Christian experience in moral 
culture. This is the clue which, perhaps, unifies the thirty-two essays composing the 
book. The material is presented in pleasing style and should be an acceptable aid 
to devotion and meditation. 

A. H. 

PEPPER, GEORGE WHARTON. A Voice from the Crowd. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1915. 204 pages. $I. 50. 

From 1871 until the present time the Lyman Beecher Lectureship on Preaching 
has been filled "by a minister of the gospel who has been markedly successful in the 
special work of the Christian ministry." The choice of a layman for this very honor- 
able position in the year 1915 is therefore an innovation which we prefer to regard, not 
as proof of a dearth of suitable ordained men, but as proof of a growing spirit of 
democracy in religion and a sincere desire on the part of the pulpit to listen to the 
wisdom of the pew. 

Mr. Pepper's knowledge of men derived from the practice of law and his mem- 
bership in the Episcopal church color and perhaps enhance his friendly criticism of the 
ministry. 

The subjects treated are of wide range, including orthodox theology, religious 
education, and Christian unity, and while in all of these fields there is room for differ- 
ence of opinion the reviewer is convinced that the lectures as a whole are very val- 
uable in two respects, viz., in enabling the minister to see himself as others see him, 
and in convincing him of his need of a more intimate, broad and normal acquaintance 
with his fellow-men. The bearing of the gospel on social morality and reconstruction 
is slighted by Dr. Pepper. 

A. H. 

LEETE, F. D. The Church in the City. New York: Abingdon Press, 1915. 
317 pages. $. oo. 

Bishop Leete's wide experience in city pastorates and his keen observation of the 
problems of the city church form the basis of this book. The material is presented in 
flowing style but with discriminating judgment and attention to detail. The chapters 
on the "Institutional Church" and on the "Children of the Town" are especially 
valuable. The whole work is pervaded with a fine sense of the needs of the mass of 
urban humanity which the church should serve. 

A. H. 

CONNELL, J. M. A Book of Devotional Readings from the Literature of Chris- 
tendom. London: Longmans, Green, & Co., I913. 295 pages. $1. 25. 

The writer states that his aim has been to illustrate the continuity of divine 
inspiration since New Testament times. He has therefore given in chronological order 
extracts from the noble Christian expressions of those who have been in the apostolic 
succession of the spirit. Anthologies are always their own best justification. 

T. G. S. 
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